Sunday 28th February 2021
2nd Sunday of Lent

Praying, Giving, Loving, Serving
It is with heavy hearts that we have chosen to close all inperson services for the time being even though the
Government have not made this madatory as in Lockdown 1.
We have made the decision after careful prayer and thought
in order to protect our Congregations as Virus levels continue
to remain high in Telford and also to assist our NHS as
hospital beds and staff are still under extreme pressure. It has
not been a decision that we have taken lightly and the Church
is not closed – we are still very much here and active. If you
want to chat or pray please get in touch. If you need help or
support please get in touch. PCC’s are currently deciding
on our next steps for re-opening and we will let you know
what they will be as they emerge.
ONLINE SERVICES
We will be meeting on Zoom (See Dates for Diaries) 10.30am Morning Prayer and 8pm to
pray Compline together, (Compline is a service of evening prayers traditionally said before
retiring for the night.) If you would like to be involved please phone or email Rev Debbie and
you will be added to the group. You will need internet access and either an email address
or facebook messenger to receive the link.
Our Online Services are available via email as always or can be found on our Website at
WWW.Easttelfordbenefice.co.uk

Readings

2nd Sunday of Lent

Psalm

22.23-end

Reading

Genesis 17.1-7,15-16

Reading

Romans 4.13-end

Gospel

Mark 8.31-end

Collect - 2nd Sunday of Lent
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, that they may return
to the way of righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s
religion, that they may reject those things that are contrary to their profession, and follow all
such things as are agreeable to the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for our Benefice
God of mission who alone brings growth to your church.
Send your Holy Spirit to give:
Vision to our planning, Wisdom to our action, and Power to our witness.
Help our churches to grow in numbers,
in spiritual commitment to you and in service to our local community.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
This Week please pray for:
- Lent to be a time where we can ‘get real with God’
- Fairtrade throughout the world
- All in the NHS & the safe administration of the Covid-19 vaccine
- God’s Peace to bring healing where it is needed
- All those who are unable to meet with loved ones

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A prayer “Love never ends”

‘Love…bears all things,
believes all things,
hopes all things,
endures all things.
Love never ends.’
(1 Corinthians 13:7-8)

Loving God,
strengthen our innermost being
with your love that bears all things
even the weight of this global pandemic
even the long haul of watching for symptoms
of patiently waiting for this to pass
watching and waiting,
keeping our gaze fixed on you,
and looking out for our neighbours
near and far.
Instil in our shaken souls
the belief and hope that all things
are possible with your creative love
for strangers to become friends
for science to source solutions
for resources to be generously shared
so everyone, everywhere, may have what they need
for your perfect love that knows no borders
may cast out any fear and selfishness that divides.
May your love that never ends
be our comfort, strength and guide
for the wellbeing of all and
the glory of God.
Amen.

Those in need of our prayers
Please pray for the families of Verris Johns, Brian Jones and Bex Lewis who are grieving at this time.

Those whose years mind we keep
Priorslee
Constance Plant, Charles Hoofe, Ronald Withington, Anthony Andrews, Florence Howells,
Mark Lowe, Alice Jackson
Oakengates
Thomas Hoggins, Devon Holmes, Barbara Kearton, Harriet Pearce
Wrockwardine Wood
Doreen Pearce, Herbert Fernley, Jean Shaper, Doris Anderson, Kenneth Walker, Annie Carline,
Agnes Beetlestone

Daily Readings
Morning

Evening

Monday

01/03

John 6.41-51

Hebrews 1

Tuesday

02/03

John 6.52-59

Hebrews 2.1-9

Wednesday

03/03

John 6.60-end

Hebrews 2.10-end

Thursday

04/03

John 7.1-13

Hebrews 3.1-6

Friday

05/03

John 7.14-24

Hebrews 3.7-end

Saturday

06/03

John 7.25-36

Hebrews 4.1-13

Contact Details
Vicar: Revd Debbie Loughran
01952 617667
rev_debbie@hotmail.com

Licensed Reader: Barbara Tame
01952 299023

Associate Minister: Revd Lisa Harper
07808 924223
Revlisaharper@icloud.com

Licensed Reader: Christopher Harris
07941 961461
cjharrissinging@btinternet.com

Curate: Revd Gareth Ingham
07753 336995
gareth_ingham@btinternet.com
EMAIL NEWSLETTER
If you would like to receive this newsletter and service links via email regularly please contact
newsletter@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk requesting you would like to receive it weekly.
BENEFICE WEBSITE
All of our Newsletters and Services can be found on our website – do go and take a look.

www.easttelfordbenefice.co.uk

Dates for Diaries This Week
Mon

01/03

Tue

02/03

Wed

03/03

Thu

04/03

Fri

05/03

Sat

06/03

9.30-11am
10.30am
11.00am
1.30pm
7.00pm
8.00pm
9.30-11am
10.00am
10.30am
5.00pm
8.00pm
9.30-11am
10.30am
11.30am
3.30pm
7.00pm
8.00pm
9.30-11am
9.30am
10.30am
7.00pm
8.00pm
9.30-11am
10.30am
8.00pm

Foodshare at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood
Morning Prayer via ZOOM
Lent course ‘At Home in Lent’ via ZOOM
Staff Meeting via ZOOM
Shaping for Mission Steering Committee via ZOOM
Compline via ZOOM
Foodshare at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood
Funeral Symposium via ZOOM
Morning Prayer via ZOOM
Governor Training for WWJnrs via TEAMS
Compline via ZOOM
Foodshare at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood
Morning Prayer via ZOOM
Funeral of Verris Johns at Telford Crematorium
Funeral of Brian Jones at Telford Crematorium
Deanery Synod via ZOOM
Compline via ZOOM
Foodshare at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood
LDBE Conference via TEAMS
Morning Prayer via ZOOM
Lent course ‘At Home in Lent’ via ZOOM
Compline via ZOOM
Foodshare at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood
Morning Prayer via ZOOM
Compline via ZOOM

LENT
Our Lent Course this year will be based on the Book ‘At Home in Lent’ and will
happen on ZOOM at 11am Mondays and on Thursdays at 7pm. Please register
your interest in attending by emailing rev_debbie@hotmail.com and please state
morning or evening……
AN EASTER BLESSING OPPORTUNITY
Over Chirstmas we were able to bless so many people with Angels and so many of you gave
your time to doing this for us. We were also able to bless each person who came to our Nativity Trail with
a small gift thanks to the work of the Foodshare team and our relationship with Aldi.
For Easter we would very much like to give each of our primary school children a ‘Real Easter Egg and
a story book telling the Easter story. This normally costs £1 each, but we have negociated a discount to
80p each which is fantastic! However to bless each child that will come with a cost of circa £1448 which
is a considerable amount of money – so I wonder if you would like to help? You can sponsor a class for
circa £24 (based on WW Juniors), a year group for circa £56 (based on Priorslee Primary) or donate any
other amount you wish towards the total. If you wish to do this please either send me a cheque payable
to PCC Wrockwardine Wood with a note saying Easter Eggs or transfer direct to HTWW bank account
on TSB Sort Code 30-99-27 Account Number 00140300 Account Name PCC Wrockwardine Wood using
reference EASTER EGGS. For more info please do be in touch either via phone or email – Thank you
so much for those who have already donated an amazing £875 and thank you in advance to those
considering blessing our children in this way –
Rev Debbie

EASTER PLAY by RIDING LIGHTS – to book tickets click ‘watch at home tickets’
Riding Lights is pleased to announce a new passion play filmed especially for Easter 2021.

As day begins to break on Good Friday, the occupying Governor’s tenuous grip on authority is slipping.
It’s festival time in Jerusalem but his wife is plagued with disturbing dreams. Amid the demands of the
Sanhedrin and the murderous cries of the mob, the lines between personal and political in Pilate’s house
start to blur. The teacher at the centre of it all remains silent.
Confused by the hopes and fears of her people, a Jewish servant in the Praetorium clearly knows more
than she should. Pilate wrestles with a quandary of his own devising, while outside momentum is
gathering – the power of the Capitol in tension with the will of the people.
With stark intimacy, Breaking Day casts a surprising light on the death of Jesus from inside the
Governor’s household, immersing us in the decisions that led to crucifixion.
Filmed remotely in an innovative lockdown style, Breaking Day is a virtual passion play for Easter 2021,
available from 19 March to 15 April.
Watch-at-Home Tickets

KNITTING
Thank you to all of those who are knitting for the Baby Bank it has been wonderful seeing the
lovely cardigans, jumpers, scarves, hats and mittens appear at The Rectory. Sue has taken
them to the Baby Bank on our behalf and they are ready to be distributed to those who need
them. The Baby Bank now has enough stock to be going on with – so please can you change
your knitting focus to either the blankets for PRH or to chicks for Easter – I will let you know as
soon as the Baby Bank needs more stock……
If you have any spare wool you would like to donate to these projects please do drop it either
at HTWW or The Rectory and we will get it to Gill and her team.
Easter Chick pattern is availble by emailing rev_debbie@hotmail.com - again our aim is to
have enough for each Primary school child – approx 2000 please. They don’t have to be yellow!
ELECTORAL ROLL
Now is the time for these to be renewed for the coming year. If you are on one of these
Electoral Rolls already and have moved house in the last 12 months please can you update
our Electoral Roll Officers with your new address.
Holy Trinity Oakengates – Margaret Howells
Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood – Dai Maddock
St Peters Priorslee – Trish Harris
If you wish to join one of the church Electoral Rolls please contact the respective officer or
Rev Debbie for more information.

FOODSHARE
Foodshare continues at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood as this is an essential service to our
community – it now runs from 9.30-11am and PublicHealthEngland (PHE) guidelines MUST be
followed. When using this service, which is open to all, please enter the Church and turn left,
use the hand gel provided and only touch what you intend to take away with you. This way we
can keep you and others healthy.
FOOD PARCELS
Can you help? We have been making up food parcels to send out within the benefice and
we are almost out of tinned and dried food. If you can help by providing donations we would
be very grateful.
Foods required are:
Tinned vegetables, tomatoes, peas, sweetcorn, potatoes, carrots etc
Tinned spaghetti, beans, ravioli, meatballs, sausages, pies, chilli, curry etc
Tinned fruit, custard, rice
Jars of pasta sauces, sweet & sour etc
Dried foods, pasta, rice, breakfast cereals, biscuits
Long life milk
We would also be grateful for any carrier bags to use for making up the parcels.
Donations can be dropped into Holy Trinity Church Wrockwardine Wood - Monday to Friday
9.30am – 11am. Thank you in advance for your support.

News from the Diocese
Shaping for Mission - Lent Prayers 2021
This lent we are inviting you to pray for the Shaping for Mission process and for the next phase of our
Christian life together in this Diocese. In order to make changes which are faithful and hopeful, we
will have to be faithful and hopeful people, so please pray with us that all the people of this diocese
may be inspired to open their hearts to God’s invitation and to discern what that means for us today.
The daily prayers for you to use can be downloaded from the Diocese website.
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/about-us/our-vision/shaping-for-mission/shaping-for-mission--lent-prayers-2021.php

We hope you will use the Weekly Diocesan Prayer Diary alongside this special resource. The Prayer
Diary has been restructured to enable us to pray in an informed way for different Deaneries each week
as they engage with Shaping for Mission. The prayers for the week are available in an A4 format and
can be accessed on the Diocesan Website, www.lichfield.anglican.org/prayer-diary/

Making Space for Reflection +Michael
I hope that you will find this time helpful, refreshing and that it will
deepen your discipleship as we continue our journey as people of
hope through these turbulent times.
+Michael

Week two: Connecting in a Digital World
Since the first lockdown in March 2020 many of us have become reliant on the online world for work,
worship, socialising, even for shopping and entertainment. This has changed how we connect with
others and of course it has excluded some who do not or cannot use technology in this way. This week
you are invited to think on the quality of relationship that is formed through these online platforms, and
how the move towards a digital world has felt for you won connection with God and with others.

Suggested Bible Passages to reflect on:







Genesis 1:26-7
Isaiah 61:1-3
Ruth 2:14-20
Matthew 18:20
Hebrews 10:23-25
Philippians 4:4-9

Questions for reflection:
How does thinking about questions of virtual connection make you feel? Why do you think that is?
What do you think has been gained, and what has been lost?
What are the big themes at the heart of this issue? How does the Bible speak to you about those themes?
What is the key question or challenge for you? How does the Bible help you form the question and
explore some responses to it?

Further resources:



https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/online-worship-and-resources/
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/church-england-digital-labs

Fairtrade Fortnight
22 February to 7 March 2021
For two weeks each year at the end of February and start of March, thousands of
individuals, companies and groups across the UK come together to share the
stories of the people who grow our food and drinks. mine our gold and who grow
the cotton in our clothes, people who are often exploited and underpaid.
In 2021, Fairtrade Fortnight will feel very different. 2020 has been a hard year for everyone and we
know that physically campaigning and meeting people will continue to be challenging in 2021 but we
have also heard from so many of you that you want to continue to support Fairtrade through this
time.
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us more than ever how interconnected we are globally. This
interconnection is at the very heart of the Fairtrade message and is where your role begins. You are
part of the Fairtrade movement and you have the power to drive long-term change, not only with your
shopping choices but with your support in spreading the message. We just have to do this a little
differently in 2021!
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/choose-the-world-you-want/

TELFORD CHRISTIANS TOGETHER NEWS
Chris Duffett is a Baptist Minister, an
experienced and effective evangelist and
a trainer of evangelists, through the Light
College and Collective which he founded
and continues to lead. Chris is
passionate
about
sharing
Jesus
wherever he can, and encouraging
others to do the same. He is an engaging
speaker, and has a host of creative ideas
and means to help Christians be and
share the good news.
He will be with us (via Zoom)
on Saturday 13th March
10am – 11.30am and will offer ten
different creative ways we can share the
gospel in our current circumstances.
You can view Chris’s invitation to the
morning at
https://youtu.be/8Px2cUYu0ic.
To book a place email Chris Densham
chrisdensham@staytelford.co.uk

Church Newsletter
The 2021 Census is coming soon
The census is a snapshot of our country, its people and their lives that takes place every 10 years and
the next one is on the 21st March. The census in England and Wales is conducted by the independent
Office for National Statistics. The accuracy of the information that the census provides is crucial to
ensuring that we all have schools of the right size, doctor’s surgeries in the right place and the transport
infrastructure that we need to get to work.
Households will start to receive information about the census in February and in early March an access
code will be received to complete the census online. The 2021 census will enable information to be
accessed more quickly than before as a result of it being primarily carried out online. Anyone with a
computer, tablet or smartphone will be able to complete the census. It actually is quicker to complete
it online. However, some areas of the county will continue to receive a paper form due to internet
provision and everyone will have the opportunity to request a paper form if preferred.
The 2021 census will include 3 new questions regarding service in the armed forces together with
optional questions about sexual orientation and gender identification. The answers will help support
the Armed Forces Covenant and allow people to identify as they wish.
The information that the census provides is important for national and local government as well as
organisations such as charities. It is compulsory to complete the census. The ONS ensures all the data
is confidential and protected. No personal information is released for 100 years.
The ONS is obviously aware of the implications of Covid and its teams will be complying with all
regulations so that the public is protected. Some people ask why the census is still going to take place
against the background of Covid? The answer is that it will be more important than ever to record the
impact of this exceptional virus upon the population, our lifestyles and jobs.
In the coming weeks more information about the census will be provided on television, the radio and
through social media. It’s a great opportunity for us all to help plan our future.
To find out more please visit our website https://census.gov.uk

