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Weekly Update 
Sunday 24th November 2024 

Christ the King  

Sunday next before Advent  
 

 

 
 

Services Sunday 24th November  
Holy Trinity Oakengates   Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

9.30am Holy Communion 11.00am Morning Worship 

St Peterõs Priorslee at Holy Trinity Academy  St Matthewõs Donnington Wood 

4.00pm Holy Communion 11.00am Holy Communion 

St Georges Telford  St Mary & St Leonardõs Wombridge 

9.30am 
12.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Baptism of Rowan 

4.00pm Memorial Service 
(Please note time change) 

 

 

Collect - Christ the King - The Sunday next before Advent 
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he might 
rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the 
bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Post Communion Prayer 
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing forth the 
fruit of good works, may by you be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Readings   Sunday next before Advent 

 

1st Reading Daniel 7.9-10,13-14 

2nd Reading Revelation 1.4b-8 

Gospel John 18.33-37 

Daily Readings  
  Morning Evening  

Monday 25/11 Revelation 14.1-13 Matthew 9.18 -34  

 

Tuesday 26/11 Revelation 14.14ñend of 15  Matthew 9.35 ñ10.15 
Wednesday 27/11 Revelation 16.1-11 Matthew 10.16 -33  
Thursday 28/11 Revelation 16.12-end Matthew 10. 34ñ11.1 
Friday 29/11 Revelation 17 Matthew 11.2 -19 
Saturday  30/11 John 12.20 -32  John 1.35-42  

 

Additional Dates for Diaries   
Mon 25/11   

Tue 26/11 1.30pm Funeral of Norman Law at Telford Crematorium  

Wed 27/11   

Thu 28/11 7.30pm Key Change Choir Concert at Holy Trinity Church Oakengates  

Fri  29/11 2.30pm Funeral of Romayne Wainwright at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

Sat  30/11 10.00am 

12.00pm

2.00pm 

Christmas Fair at St Georges Church  

Wombridge & Oakengates Churches at Oakengates Lights Switch On  

St Peterõs Winter Warmer at Priorslee Scout HQ 

Sun 01/12 6.00pm Skittles Evening in aid of Holy Trinity Oakengates at Maddocks Club  



 

 

We have received reports from Shrewsbury Archdeaconry that there 
have been scam phone calls seeking to extract money with a highly 
plausible and well-informed story to clergy and others with positions of 
responsibility in parishes (including a tower captain). 
At this time of year, such scams are rife. It is likely that churches will be 
targeted again. It bears repeating that the stories are highly plausible: 
please beware and make others aware. 

 

Have you made your Christmas Cake or Christmas Pudding yet?  
 

Sunday 24th November 2024 is óStir-up Sundayô.  
So if you havenôt already, put on your apron and gather those you live with to 
make a Christmas Cake or Christmas Pudding. Itôs the day when wishes are 
said to come true, so get stirring! 
The tradition harks back to Victorian times when the family would gather 
together to stir the Christmas pudding five weeks before Christmas. The 
words of the Post Communion Prayer, used on the Last Sunday before 
Advent, reads:  
ñStir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people,ò so the tradition stands that 
this is the day to get stirring! 

 
 

 

Stir-up traditions 
- Christmas pudding would traditionally contain 13 ingredients to represent 

Jesus and his disciples. 
- It is traditionally stirred (while making a wish) by each member of the family 

from East to West, to remember the Wise Men that visited Jesus in the 
Nativity. 

- The customary garnish of holly represented the crown of thorns. Be warned: 
the holly berry is very toxic, so instead adorn your Christmas pud with fake 
foliage! 

- Adding coins, originally charms, to the pud was said to bring luck if you found 
them in your portion on Christmas Day. The traditional lucky charms were a 
silver coin for wealth, a wishbone for luck, a thimble for thrift, a ring for 
marriage, and an anchor for safe harbour. 

 

 

Leave your lights on  
With the darker nightôs drawing in we are sharing simple ways to protect your home. 
It is much easier for burglars to operate using the cover of night and they embrace 
the longer hours of darkness, but you can help yourself from being a victim of crime. 

When the evenings are dark, this gives burglars a clearer 
understanding if a property is unoccupied. They are more likely to 
pick one that seems empty without lights on than one that has. If 
you leave a light on, or even have a light set on a timer, you will 
reduce the risk of an opportunist burglar targeting your home. 

More crime prevention advice can be found here:  
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/  

 

EMAIL NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to receive this newsletter via email regularly please contact 

newsletter@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk requesting you would like to receive it weekly, 

or can be found on our Website at WWW.Easttelfordbenefice.co.uk  
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mailto:newsletter@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk
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Holy Trinity Oakengates 
presents 

Key Change Choir  

in Concert 
An evening of Song 

28th November 2024 at 7-30pm 
Tickets £8.00 to include wine and nibbles 
available from Annette & Church Members 

All proceeds towards the Roof Fund 

 
 

St Georges Church 
Saturday 30th November  

Christmas Fair 
in church  

10.00am ð 2.00pm 

 
Proceeds to Church Funds 

 
 

 
 

 

 

OAKENGATES CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON 

- Saturday 30th November 
The East Telford Benefice will be represented by two of our churches again 
this year and both are looking for help & volunteers. 

Wombridge Church ï will be holding a tombola as well as letting people 
know about their Christmas events and services. They will also be giving 
out free calendars and magazines, along with raising money for Church 
funds. There is a list at the back of Church if you think you could help out 
for an hour or two from 12.00pm-6.00pm. We would always have 2 
people on the stall at any one time. 
Holy Trinity Oakengates ï will have a Christmas Hamper Raffle from 2pm 
to 5pm. If you are able to donate towards the hamper or spare some time 
to support the stall please contact the fundraising committee. 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

December 2024 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

òWe believe in inclusive church  ð a church which  celebrates and affirms every person   
and does not discriminate.  

 

**You will have noticed our weekly Newsletter is now Monthly** 
For those who receive Benefice communication via email you will  
continue to receive updates throughout the month to your inbox. 

 

Services Sunday 1st December ï Advent Sunday 
Holy Trinity Oakengates   Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

9.30am Morning Worship 11.00am Holy Communion 

St Peterõs Priorslee at Holy Trinity Academy St Matthewõs Donnington Wood 
 No service  11.00am Holy Communion 

St Georges Telford  St Mary & St Leonardõs Wombridge 

9.30am Holy Communion 3.00pm 
4.00pm 

Baptism of Jude 
Holy Communion 

 

 

Services Sunday 8th December  
Holy Trinity Oakengates   Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

9.30am Holy Communion 8.00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion BCP 
Family Praise Christingle 

St Peterõs Priorslee at Holy Trinity Academy St Matthewõs Donnington Wood 

4.00pm Holy Communion 11.00am Holy Communion 

St Georges Telford  St Mary & St Leonardõs Wombridge 

9.30am Morning Worship 11.00am Morning Worship 
 

 

Services Sunday 15th December  
Holy Trinity Oakengates   Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

9.30am Holy Communion 11.00am Holy Communion 

St Peterõs Priorslee at Holy Trinity Academy St Matthewõs Donnington Wood 

 No service  11.00am Morning Worship 

St Georges Telford  St Mary & St Leonardõs Wombridge 

9.30am 
 
Holy Communion 11.00am 

4.00pm 
Family Nativity 
Holy Communion 

 

 

 
 



Services Sunday 22nd December  
Holy Trinity Oakengates   Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

9.30am 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Carol Service 

11.00am Family Nativity Service 

St Peterõs Priorslee at Holy Trinity Academy  St Matthewõs Donnington Wood 

4.00pm Carol Service 11.00am Holy Communion 

St Georges Telford  St Mary & St Leonardõs Wombridge 

9.30am Holy Communion  
6.00pm 

No Morning Service 
Carols by Candlelight 
(Please note time change) 

 

 

Services Christmas Eve 24th December  
Holy Trinity Oakengates   Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

11.30pm Midnight Mass 11.30pm Midnight Mass 

St Peterõs Priorslee at Priorslee Scout HQ  St Matthewõs Donnington Wood 

4.30pm Christmas Eve Carol Service 3.00pm 
9.00pm 

Family Christmas Service 
Bethlehem Mass Eucharist 

St Georges Telford  St Mary & St Leonardõs Wombridge 

4.00pm 
6.30pm 

Crib Service 
Carol Service 

6.30pm Carols around the Tree 

 

 

Services Christmas Day 25th December 
St Mary & St Leonardõs Wombridge 

9.30am  Benefice Morning Worship ï Happy Birthday Jesus! 

 Please note: No Services in any of the other churches 

 

 

Services Sunday 29th December  
St Georges Telford  

10.30am  Benefice Holy Communion 

 Please note: No Services in any of the other churches 

 
 
 
 
 
Services New Years Day 1st January 2025 
St Georges Telford  

12.00pm Welcome to the New Year Service 

 Please note: No Services in any of the other churches 

 
 



Readings  1st Reading 2nd Reading Gospel 

1st December Advent 1 Jeremiah 33.14-16 1 Thessalonians 3.9-end Luke 21.25-36 

8th December Advent 2 Baruch 5 Philippians 1.3-11 Luke 3.1-6 

15th December Advent 3 Zephaniah 3.14-end Philippians 4.4-7 Luke 3.7-18 

22nd December Advent 4 Michah 5.2-5a Hebrews 10.5-10 Luke 1.39-45[46-55] 

23rd December Christmas Eve Isaiah 52.7-10 Hebrews 1.1-12 John 1.1-14 

24th December Christmas Day Isaiah 62.6-end Titus 3.4-7 Luke 2.1-20 

29th December Christmas 1 1 Samuel 2.18-20,26 Colossians 3.12-17 Luke 2.41-end 

 

Those in need of our prayers 
 

Please pray for the families of Norman Law, Romayne Wainright,  
Joyce Mountney, Irene Bosworth, Margaret James, Paul Jones,  
Keri Benting, and all who are grieving the loss of loved ones at this time. 
            

Merciful God, be close to all who mourn.   
May they know the hope of your promises  
and the comfort of your love,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

 

At this time please pray for: 
- Those struggling to look forward to Christmas 
- All living on the streets as winter kicks in 
- Those affected by the weather through wind, rain or flood 
- Pastoral care within the Benefice 
- Those who are struggling with illness, injury or mental health issues 
- Our Church PCCôs as they plan for the future  
- Peace in our lives, our country and our world 
- Those suffering as a result of violence and unrest 
- Those living with dementia 
- Eco Church and environmental issues  
- All who find the need for Foodbanks 

 

 

 
 

 

Collect for our Benefice 
God of mission, who alone bring growth to your church.  
Send your Holy Spirit to give:  
Vision to our planning, Wisdom to our action, and Power to our witness.  
Help our churches to grow in numbers,  
in spiritual commitment to you and in service to our local community.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
EMAIL NEWSLETTER 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email regularly please contact 
newsletter@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk requesting you would like to receive it weekly, 

or can be found on our Website at WWW.Easttelfordbenefice.co.uk  
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Those whose years mind we keep 

Priorslee   

01/1 2 Ronald Toll, Lillian Poole, Mary Richards , Olive Bailey , Richard Wells , Joseph Luter  

08/1 2 Alice Taylor , Joan Sobcenko, Lily Price , Eric Pritchard , Shirley Swan  

15/1 2 Maria Matthews , Jane Eggerton , James Corbett , Betty Humphries , Ernest Minshall ,  

Gerald Brown, John Davies , John Canning, David Hampton, John Corbett , Edward Corbett  

22/1 2  Kathleen Matthews , Norman Callear  

29/12  John Stubbs , Evelyn Simms, Iain Franklin , Leslie Webster , John Griffiths , Gwendoline Guy, 

Edith Parfitt , Kelly Jennings , Keith Williams  

Oakengates   

01/12  Phyllis Bailey, Olwyn Brothwood , Ronald Russell, Winifred Tranter , Horace Burgess ,  

Arthur Smith , Bessie Smith , Maisie Harris , Winifred Hoggins  

08/12  Ethel Pearce , Kathryn Sumhall, George Kenyon , Pheobe Kenyon, Sarah Wilcox , Jean Hopwood, 

Francis Dickin  

15/12  Cyril Pearce , John Birch , Clarence Evans, Vivian Cooper, Bert Bill , Florence Griffiths , Cecil 

Burgess, Margaret Philipson , Jean Pidgeon, Jason Dawson, Neville Wood , Viv Cooper, Andrew 

Summers, Ann Jackson, Des Brown, Sydney Jarrett , George Weston , Jesse Vaughan, Donald 

Stanley , Evelyn Harris  

22/12  Sarah Croft , Dorothy Thomas , Bill Gregory , Oswald Smith , William Dyke , Freda Jones ,  

Lillian Anderson  

29/12  Peter Broadhurst , Ethel Rigby , Jack Lowe, Marjorie Walters , Florence Jarvis , Jim Hicks , 

Phyllis Eiken 

Wrockwardine Wood   

01/12  Mary Rappit , Arthur Buttery , Richard Beddall , Leonora Edwards, Muriel Nicholls ,  

Alan Norman, Marjorie Molineaux , Joyce Guy, George McKerchar Tannock , Edward Brothers , 

Kenneth Fryer , Alan Parsons, John Carline , Florance Fenn, Grace Hiatt , Margery White ,  

Celia Harding , Edith Lowe , òBillyó William Davison 

08/12  Charles Hughes, Benjamin Mansell , Ian Marshall , Jim Nock , Hannah (Nancy) Baker ,  

Arthur (Bill) Brittain , Martha Jervis , Minnie Howells , Robert  Jones, Priscilla S. A. Wills , 

Jackie Bladen , Ernest Marsh , Harold Tonks , Esther Latham , Flora Sherratt  

15/12  Dennis Cotton , Marion Thomas, Iris Latham , Douglas (Dougie) Day, John  (Ken) Corbett ,  

John (Jack) Minor , Patricia Davy  

22/12  Donald (Don) Williams , William  (Bill) Davies , Harold Price , Philip Moody, Mary  Lindores , 

Melvern Ball , Frederick Mansell, Beryl  Hope, Margaret Brown , Patrick Mahon , Alice Nock, 

Herbert Guest , Joan Pickering , Edna Biddulph, James Talbot , John Cotterhill , Leonard Fenn, 

Charles Locke, George Alderson , Gladys Harris , Dorothy Evans  

29/12  George Addison, Edward Foulkes, Frank Lowe, Violet (Vi) Alderson , Andrew (Don) Bray, Ethel  

Ore , Dennis Bates, Diane Huggan, Harriet Hipwell , Stephen J. Cheshire , Marjorie Walters , 

John Hale , Edna Pownall, Lilian Cooper, Jane (Jean) Caldwell , Noah David Walters , Phillip 

Stevens , Elizabeth Gregory  
 
BAPTISMS WEDDINGS & FUNERALS IN CHURCH  
We are always excited to be able to celebrate Baptisms, welcome you for your Wedding or help 
you through a difficult time arranging a Funeral within our Churches. Funerals are welcomed in 
Church or at the Graveside and Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood are able to livestream funerals. 
Please telephone Kerry, Benefice Administrator to discuss arrangements. 
 



Regular Dates for Diaries  (For participation or prayer)  
Mon 9.00 -10.30am Foodshare at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

Tue 9.00-11.30am 

9.00 -10.00am 

   9.30 -11.30am 

7.00pm 

Foodshare and Warm Welcome at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

Prayer Group at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood ( New date and time ) 

T&W Council Digital Drop -in at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

Whist at Holy Trinity Oakengates  (1st  Tuesday of each month)  

Wed 8.45 -10.30am 

10.30-12.00pm 

9.15am 

10.30am 

12.00-2.00pm 

12.30pm 

1.00-3.00pm 

7.00 -8.00pm 

Tea & Toast (Place of Welcome) at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

Foodshare and Warm Welcome at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

Morning Prayer at Wombridge Church  

Midweek Service at St Matthewõs Donnington Wood 

Place of Welcome at Holy Trinity Oakengates  

Midweek Service at Holy Trinity Wrockwardine Wood  

Pray Bake Read at Lantern Academy Ketley Bank  

Prayer Group meeting at St Georges (4 th  Wednesday of each month)  

Thu 9.00 -12.00pm 

 

1.00-3.00pm 

FoodShare and Tea & Talk  at H T Wrockwardine Wood (Bereavement group)  

(New date and time - 2nd Thursday of the month ) 

Place of Welcome at Priorslee Scout HQ  

Fri    

Sat  4.00 -5.30pm 

11.00-1.00pm 

Messy Church at HT Wrockwardine Wood (2 nd Saturday  of each month ) 

Welcome Saturday at St Matthews Donnington Wood (3 rd  Saturday  of month ) 
 

 

Invite a friend this Christmaséé 

 

Did you know that your friends may be more willing to be invited to church this 
Christmas than you are to invite them? Itôs true. Research says that lots of non-
church people are open to receiving an invitation, while many church people are 
anxious about asking. 
Perhaps my friend will say no or even be offended? But most people are glad 
to be invited ï after all, you only invite them because you care about them. Even 
if they say no, they will be touched that you asked. 
It's a beautiful thought that God can use you and me to invite people into his 
love this Christmastime ï and itôs true!  
So, who will you invite?  
 

 
 

 

Can we take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy 

Christmas and safe New Year, to thank you for all that you have 

done in the name of Christ during this year and to pray that all of 

us will have a joy filled Christmas and a Peace filled 2025,  

that we will continue to seek and to spread Godõs love in our communities and 

seek to serve all people in the name of Jesus Christ ð who came that we know 

love in our hearts, fulness of life and peace in Godõs kingdom for ever. 

                                May you know Godõs blessings in this holy season.   The Ministry Team. 

 
 
 
 

https://talkingjesus.org/research/


 

Contact Details  

Vicar: In Vacancy 
 

Associate Minister: In Vacancy 
 

 

Licensed Reader: Christopher Harris 
07941 961461 
cjharrissinging@btinternet.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: Christopher Harris 
07941 961461 
newsletter@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk 
 

 

 

Licensed Reader: Kerry Debenham 
01952 615367 (9.30-12) 
admin@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk 
 

Administrator: Kerry Debenham 
01952 615367 (9.30-12) 
admin@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk 
 

Ecumenical Coordinator and Lay 
Funeral Minister: Sue Rawlings 
07715173634 
Suerawlings12@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

EASY FUNDRAISING  

For those who shop online it is possible to help fundraise for your Benefice Church, by 
using the easy fundraising website to make your purchases from many of the well-known 
retailers. Why not use this website at no cost to yourself but a money earner for the church! 
For more info:  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterspriorslee 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/holytrinitywrockwardinewood 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/holytrinityoakengates 

 

 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
For all the churches in our benefice, the safeguarding, safety and security of each person is of the 
upmost importance. We have across all our churches committed to safeguarding and have adopted 
the national and diocesan safeguarding policies. Please do not hesitate to contact the coordinator 
for your church (name on notice board) if you have any questions and concerns and understand 
that everyone has a role to play to ensure we achieve our aim of being a benefice who cares and 
protects all who visit. 
 

MESSY CHURCH - New dates ï Now the Second Saturday of each month 

 

 Saturday 7th December 2024  (one week early)   
 Saturday 11th January 2025 Saturday 8th March 2025  
 Saturday 8th February 2025 Saturday 12th April 2025  
 

We look forward to welcoming you all to this family centred church service, all families welcome. 
Messy Church runs from 4pm and we have bible stories, crafts, singing, and food.  
It wraps up around 5.30 pm.   
Do you feel called to join in, could you lead a craft and talk about your faith because thatôs what we do. 
Or would you be happy serving food and clearing up.  Please chat with Kerry or Fiona and see if there is 
óa youô shaped space in our service.  (There is always a space for everyone). 
The singing is joyous, and actions and dancing encouraged, and the food is simple óitôs the fellowship of 
sharing food which makes it specialô. Why not come a see it for yourself and then decide! 
 

PRAY BAKE READ 

PRAYȣȢ).4%.4)/.!,,9 &/2 9/52 ,/#!, 3#(//, 
BAKEȣȢ! #!+% &/2 34!&& %6%29 (!,& 4%2- 
READȣȢρȡρ 7)4( ! 345$%.4 /.#% ! 7%%+  

Would you like to support children at The Lantern Academy 
(former Queenswood School) by spending 1-2 hours a week with pupils listening to them read on a 1:1 
(Wednesday afternoons 1-3pm, Years 1 & 2 infants). 
If you are interested please speak to Julia Ayers, or contact newsletter@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk and your 
details will be passed to the organiser. 

 

mailto:cjharrissinging@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk
mailto:admin@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterspriorslee
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/holytrinitywrockwardinewood
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/holytrinityoakengates
mailto:newsletter@easttelfordbenefice.co.uk

